
An Act Relative to Infrastructure Investment, Enhanced Competitiveness 

and Economic Growth in the Commonwealth 

This bill implements strategic economic development policies that make Massachusetts 

more competitive. It strengthens Massachusetts’ innovation economy, promotes growth 

with targeted infrastructure investments, streamlines permitting, and makes state business 

assistance more user-friendly and accessible.  

The bill also recognizes that Massachusetts’ most important business resource is our 

skilled workforce. It therefore sets up funding mechanisms for creative training programs 

that will equip workers with in-demand skills. 

 

 

Investing in Infrastructure 

 Increases the availability of the successful I-cubed (Infrastructure Investment 

Incentive) program. Doing so would allow more projects to take advantage of this 

innovative approach to project financing that has yielded impressive results at Boston’s 

Fan Pier and Somerville’s Assembly Square. 

 

 Creates a Local Infrastructure Development Program that gives municipalities a new 

tool for leveraging private funding to finance infrastructure improvements needed to 

support economic development. The program allows infrastructure projects to move 

forward without the use of public funding.  

 

 Formally consolidates 6 separate programs into the MassWorks Infrastructure 

Program. MassWorks offers communities one-stop shopping for infrastructure funding 

that supports economic development and job creation. The consolidation simplifies the 

application process for municipalities and enables the Commonwealth to allocate the 

funds most efficiently.   

 

 

Strengthening the Innovation Economy 
 

 Creates a new Innovation Investment Fund that offers matching grants to research and 

development projects sponsored by the state’s world-class universities and research 

institutions. Eligible projects must secure at least $3 for every $1 of state money 

committed and 50% of the funding is reserved for UMass.  

 

 Research funding is critical to the state’s economy, but grants from the federal 

government and others often now require matching funds from other sources. This fund 

will provide that match, keeping those dollars flowing into our state. That investment 

leads to critical economic development projects like the Holyoke Green High 

Performance Computing Center.  



 Establishes and funds a Talent Pipeline Program that will match, dollar-for-dollar, 

stipends for interns at technology and innovation start-ups and build connections to 

venture capital financing. Massachusetts’ universities educate some of the world’s best 

students. This program will build connections between that talent pool and in-state early-

stage companies, encouraging both to remain in Massachusetts for the long-term.   

 

 Establishes a Massachusetts Creative Economy Network tasked with creating a 

mentoring network, developing certification for creative economy businesses, and 

attracting private investment to support creative economy businesses.  

 

 

Streamlining Permitting 

 

 Extends for another two years state and local permits, allowing developers who have 

been unable to proceed with their project because of tight credit markets to move 

forward. 

  

 Expands Chapter 43D Expedited Local Permitting, enabling communities to use the 

Chapter 43D local option program to promote residential development, in addition to the 

commercial and mixed-use development that are currently allowed by law. 

 

 

Supporting Massachusetts Businesses  
 

 Creates a Small Business online portal, making business assistance resources easier to 

find and more user-friendly. This comprehensive online resource would offer business 

one-stop shopping for information on loan programs, business counseling, technical 

assistance, tax information, permitting information, and sources of regulatory relief. The 

product would be similar to MOTT’s www.massvacation.com, a one-stop resource for 

visitors and travelers. 

 

 Requires Small Business Loan Review Boards to offer more formal feedback to small 

business owners, when a business loan is denied. This feedback would include 

information about alternative financing programs 

 

 Builds on an initiative from the 2010 Economic Development Reorganization legislation 

by requiring PRIM to invest at least $100M in institutions that make capital available to 

small businesses (up from a maximum of $50M). 

 

 Extends Brownfield tax credits for an additional two years (until 2015). 

 

 Streamlines the Economic Development Incentive Program, simplifying the program 

for municipalities and businesses seeking tax credits and maximize the program’s 

incentives for job creation and retention. 

 

http://www.massvacation.com/


 Streamlines District Improvement Financing by eliminating the required EACC review 

of DIF districts and development plans, making the program more accessible to cities and 

towns.  

 

Training Our Workforce  

 Provides for a mechanism to recapitalize the Workforce Competitiveness Trust Fund 

with a focus on “middle-skill” jobs through collaboration between public educational 

institutions, workforce investment boards, and local employers. Allows for the creation of 

Regional Centers of Excellence at community colleges which are aligned with high-

growth sectors and regional strengths by leveraging regional resources. 

 Advances the Commonwealth’s Advanced Manufacturing Agenda by partnering with 

stakeholders in the public and private sectors in the development and operation of the 

state manufacturing plan. The bill also creates a Manufacturing Grant program, which 

will promote the advancement of the Commonwealth’s manufacturing agenda through 

support for small and mid-sized enterprises looking to grow. 

 

Investing in Communities 

 Creates a Community Investment Tax Credit program, which seeks to promote long-

term public/private partnerships at the community level by providing, on a highly 

competitive basis, a special donation tax credit for contributions made to selected 

community improvement efforts. 

 


